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i).\ chief e.veculive
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ery important pro)-
hich Ail! make a real
tcetollie Iwttoniline
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m.' Iltis includes the
field l.monTechiinl-
rkprojeci
low adds: "lit the list
nlhswehaveesiab-

I a close working
mshipwithlheGov-
iit Office and the Kist
land Regional Asstin-
lich will enhance mir
y to bring forward
i)uallty economic
>pmeiit projects and
eastrongaiul influeii-
nce for the Hast of
id.
:i)\ isevohiiigas an
>:itioii and, as well as

seeking continuous
improvement for the region,
we also sirise for comimioih
improvement intlieway we
workonisc'lves."

The aniiuunceiiieni
comes :ls RED.A reveals it is to
match theiO.im the gmern-
menl haspledged from its
Public Sector Research
Mxploltaiion (PSRli) inilla-
live to set up an Kistern MIS
Innovation Hub.

It is hoped the hul) will
create spin-off businesses
and new jobs for the region,
w ith ncvv coiicepLs and inno
vations translated into
commercial svnlua-s.

David Cudby. EKD.Vs life
sciences sector adviser, says:
"Knierprise Hubs are a key
jxirt of EKD.-V's vision to foster
a culture of innovation and
entrepreneurship in the
region. We will now work
with the region's hospitals to
ensure that the necessary
commercial sector exivertise
is available to help turn
Iniiovaiion in the WIS into
viable new business enter
prises,"

EKD.-Vs cash boost was
taken from the agency's
biLsic budget aliocaiion. but
it is planned that the per
formance award will be put
to other such business and
mgeiK-raiion uses to improve
llie region'seconomy

Teleworking support
hub opens at Spires
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•ANYONE unable to go out to
workcan now access sup|)Orl
losci up business from borne
after the launch of a
new project by the Linon and
Dunstable Innovation
Centre.

The Centre, which is part
of the l.'niversiiy of l.uloii,
his won .$200,000 in fund
ing to establish a Telcwork
Sujipor! Centre in the town,
which is designed to offer
help to people who have to
he at home hut who also
wish to run asinail enter
prise, such as carers of
elderly parents, people who
relireearlyand parents,

Lynctle Warren, the hino-
vatioii (kmtre'sspecialist in
Social Enterprises, says:

.Many ventures am initiated
by women from home with
familvcommilmenls. and it

is hoped that this project will
provide support and encour
agement to enable these
enterprises to grow and
flourL'h."

The Innovation Centre,
based in iheCnivepiily 'sSpia'S
centre, is combining forces
with the Telework iNssociaiion
and other jiroject partne5, to
produce a support pack,
which will include member
ship of both organlsaiions as
well as a web camera and
other items of low-cost hard-
w:ue and software.

The puckwill enable peo
ple to make a rapid-Start In
miming a home-hised enter
prise. as well as enabling
existing leleworken to siv and
talk 10 each other, to profes
sional advisors, audio small
business support iirganisa-
lions, over the inicnicl.

The money was won by tlie
Innovation iTenlre's iXtvicus'

project, one of only 26
schemes in Hrilain to receive
funding under the award
scheme, Building on the Best.

The Devices' project is
pioneering the use of low-
cost internet and
cominunicalions technolo
gies to support teleworkers
and hoinevvorkers. It was

originally set up with an
award ofillO.OlXlfrom the
Department of Trade and
IndiLstry's Phoenb: Fund.

Innovation Centre

manager Mike .Ansley adds:
"This latest award of funding
really Is brilliant news for the
Centre and for l.utun. It helps
to reinforce the growing
natioiiallmageoflhctownis
a locaiton for iiw and iniio-
valiveprojecLs,"
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