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Business o
n
 S
u
n
d
a
y
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I
N
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Vaiixhall 
has

caused 
s
h
o
c
k
 
w
a
v
e
s
 o
v
e
r
 a

m
u
c
h
 wider area llian Lulon

and 
the 

East 
of 

EnglaiKl
Development 

Agency
(
E
E
D
A
)
 is rushing to dose

the e
m
p
l
o
y
m
e
n
t
 gap.

It has joined a group of organ
isations to tackle the cconoihic
situation in Luion. Bedfordshire
antl 

Hertfordshire 
c.tused 

by
General 

Motors' 
thunderbolt

decision to shut the planl.
T
h
e
 

Luton 
Vauxhall

Partnership 
also 

includes
Vauxhall itself. Luton Borough
Council, 

the 
E
m
p
l
o
y
m
e
n
t

Scrx'icc. 
the 

Beiierns 
A
g
e
n
c
y

a
n
d
 
Bedfordshire 

a
n
d
 
L
u
l
o
n

C
h
a
m
b
e
r
 o
f
 C
o
m
m
e
r
c
e
.

Tlte prime objective is to bring |
new employers into the county
to take up the slack wlicn the
planl closc.s next year.
The organisations are seeking

tunding to 
support 

Vauxhall
workers a

n
d
 the wider ccttiiomy.

The 
partnership 

will 
be

chaired 
by 

Neville 
Rayner.

deputy chainnan of E
E
D
A
.
 who

said: "Although Luton has been
dealt a severe blow, E

E
D
A
 and

its iiarlncrs arc working hard m
bring 

opportunities 
into 

the Innovation in-Spires
a
 French revolution

Amid the dire news ?
o
f
 
V
a
u
x
h
a
l
l
 
j
o
b
 

f
losses, there is a

 
f

s
m
a
l
l
 
ray 

of 
s
u
n
s
h
i
n
e

o
n
 t
h
e
 L
u
t
o
n
 j
o
b
 s
c
e
n
e
.

It comes in the unlikely fomt of die 
1

Spires Inuoviilions CeiUrc in Adelaide 
I

Sireet, where two rrcnch icchnology
companies have set themselves up and
an American firm is about to follow.
l-rctieh 

iccliies 
to 

Lutoii? 
Almost 

as
hi/arre as igloos in the Sahara.
Bui there is good Gallic logic in their

choice. The 
British lax 

regime 
is 

more
fas ourable. and casyJct's budget fares make
it economical for them to commute from
Geneva Airport -

 just over the border from
their h

o
m
e
s
 -
 to Lulon.

The iwo companle.s arc totally different.
Emotions priKluees what is destined to be a
patty craze; glasses which light up internal
ly 

when liquid 
is 

poured 
into them.

Emotions is using the same technology to
provide lialis for swimming pools which
light up in contact with the water.
The 

other 
l-rciich 

company. 2etcs. is
working in high speed internet connections.
T
h
e
 

American 
c
o
m
p
a
n
y
 

Parlani
Technology is every errant schoolboy's
nightmare. It produces software which can
let parents know if their child is late for

,
 school or playing iru.anl.
One U

K
 company at lite .Spires is Dnylc

Intemalional Ltd. which makes a high-tech

e
=
=
g
g
=
=
a

■
 The Spires centre includes firms rur
Karen Bralne, Darren Hodgkinson,

knee .support that has been adopted cnilnisi-
aslically by international ski teams.
The knee is the biggest and most complex

joint in the body and skiing is vciy hard on
it. Once a knee is operated on, it never gels
b.ick more than 80 per cent of its function
ality -

 at best. De.signcr Kelvin Doyle says
the support lakes much of the fear of knee
injury aw.ay from sportsmen.
Spires is run by a board, with representa

tives 
from 

Luton 
Council. 

Luton
Umvcrsiiy. the East of England Develop
ment Associaiion, Business Link and Luton
and Dunstable Partnership. They interview
candidates wanting to occupy the serviced

I by (from left) fiflichael Hodgkinson,
Kelvin Doyle and Katia Febrissy
workspace and Ihc criteria are thai ihey
must have a giKxl busiiie.ss plan involving
development or use of technology.
The Innovation Ccmrc has run out of units

and is expanding to the Britannia Building
in Uagravc Road. Mike Aitsicy. Iiead of the
centre, said: "People don't think of Luton in
technology terms. When ihc 'Arc' project
was set up, to develop a technological
swathe from Cambridge through Bedford to
Oxford. Lulon 

was 
left 

ofl 
the 

map. I
protested and now we arc included.
"Vauxhall was a body-blow lo Luton but
w
c
 could become a high-technology centre

because of our ease of coiuiiuiiiicaiioiis." b
u
s
e
s
 -

link t
o
w
n
s

by train
T
R
A
I
N
S
,
 not buses, arc the

a
n
s
w
e
r
 

to 
the 

L
u
l
o
n
-

Diinstable 
link, 

according
to the Federation of Small
Businesses (

F
S
B
)
.

Luton 
council 

has 
put for

ward the Transiink bus s
c
h
e
m
e

as 
its answer to traffic jams

between the two towns, with
guided buses using the former
railway line route.
But 

Gordon 
Hill, 

policy
chairman 

for 
F
S
B
 
eastern

region, believes the train alter
native o

f
 local transport pre.s-

sure group Adapt is belter.
Adapt has already tested a

locomotive over a stretch of
track cleared b

y
 volunteer;.

"Guided 
busways 

are 
still

unproven," M
r
 Hill said.

H
e
 claims a two-lane m

o
t
o
r

way can carry about 7.500 pas
sengers an hour, while a rail
way can handle up to 40,000 in
the same sp.icc. Trams fall well
below this and buses c

o
m
e
 last

-
 a
n
d
 c
a
n
 break d

o
w
n
.

"They 
suffer 

hold-ups and
I

 bunching and will cause delays
1

 from 
conge-slion 

and 
road

w
o
r
k
s
.
"
 a
d
d
e
d
 M
r
 Hill.

1
 "F
S
B
 
has 

no 
prejudices,

j
 Members simply want a solu
tion that will work."


